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◦ This presentation is designed to help you 

◦ understand your assignment and its criteria

◦ locate academic articles 

◦ and ensure that the academic articles you locate satisfy the requirements of your 
assignment.



Keep in Mind…

◦Sometimes students find articles that have 
seemingly relevant keywords in the title, but the 
implications or “point” of the article might not 
satisfy the requirements of your assignment.

◦Using the graduated approach will ensure that 
your articles are relevant.



General Research Principles



The Steps of the Research Process

• STEP 1: Create a research question

• STEP 2: Get background information 

• STEP 3: Narrow your search topic by thinking of specific keywords

• STEP 4: Visit the Library’s Articles and Database Page 

• STEP 5: Select the appropriate database 

• STEP 6: Use the database 

• STEP 7: Identify useful articles (read the abstract, skim the document)

• STEP 8: Analyze your resources 

• STEP 9: Organize and write

• STEP 10: Compose your bibliography

This presentation will focus on 
step 8. For more assistance with 
the other steps, contact the 
library and/or the Writing and 
Learning Center.



Research Question

◦ . A research question will be a specific question about the topic and what you will be trying 
to answer in your research assignment.

◦ Research questions should be
◦ Clear and focused

◦ Clearly state what the author needs to do
◦ Not too broad and not too narrow

◦ Too broad – impossible to answer within word limit
◦ Too narrow – not enough to write about

◦ Not too easy and not too difficult to answer
◦ Too easy – needs to require more than a yes or no answer
◦ Too difficult – needs to fit within the word/time limit

◦ Researchable – must have literature about the topic (academic books/journals)
◦ Analytical rather than descriptive – must be able to produce an analysis, not just a summary or description



Example research questions:

What is the most important psychological predictor of a 
person’s willingness to donate to charity?

How does chronic stress affect memory function?

How does music trigger memories in people with memory loss?

How do remote meetings impact the efficacy of team decision-
making?



Background Reading
◦ Textbooks and other books

◦ News/Magazine articles

◦ Lecture notes

◦ Encyclopedia articles like Wikipedia 

◦ (Note: Wikipedia should never be used as a source in your research 
assignments)

◦ Find key terms

◦ Ask yourself these questions:

◦ What do I know about this topic?

◦ What interests me about the topic?

◦ What do I want to learn more about?



Example Psychology Assignment



Example Assignment Criteria:
 Psychology Assignment

Assignment: Research in Psychology

Psychology in the News

◦ STEP 1: Find a popular news article from within the past 10 years that reports on the results of a psychological study. This should not 
be a blog entry, but a published article from a news source such as Time Magazine, The New York Times, Newsweek, NPR, CNN, Fox 
News, etc. Read through the article and ensure that it is descriptive and sufficiently long enough in order to draw conclusions from the 
original research mentioned.

◦ STEP 2: Find the psychological study or studies that are mentioned in the news report. Look for them in the psychology-specific 
databases available on Alexander College’s website.

◦ STEP 3: Write a paper between 250-500 words that:
• describes and summarizes both articles

• compares and contrasts the key points, style, and purpose of the news article with that of the research article

• examines if the news article accurately describes the research

• includes correct APA citations (both in-text and in a reference page) for both of the articles

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/1/




Look over the Criteria to find out what your 
Instructor Wants

Ensure that your news article is detailed and relevant to something you have learned about in class.

 - Make sure that there is enough information in your article. 

 -  If it mentions depression, but is mostly about a different topic, that article would not be useful.

You need to write a coherent summary, meaning your summary should be easy to understand and covers all of the 
main points in the article.



Ask your Instructor if you do not Understand 
the Criteria

◦ Resolving some uncertainty or misunderstanding early on can help you avoid frustration during the research 
process.

◦ Some questions could include:

◦ “I’m planning to research this concept, is it appropriate for the assignment?”

◦ “What would be the best databases to use for this assignment?”

◦ “What are you hoping that students learn from this assignment?”



Research and Writing

◦ The Library can assist with finding a peer-reviewed article

◦ The WLC can assist with your writing of a coherent summary of the article. A coherent summary does the 
following:

• State the main ideas.
• Identify the most important details that support the main ideas.
• Summarize in your own words.
• Do not copy phrases or sentences unless they are being used as direct quotations.
• Express the underlying meaning of the article, but do not critique or analyze.



APA Citation

◦ Visit the Writing and Learning Center for assistance with APA Citation

◦ You can generate citations in the database, but always check them with the Style Guides (available outside the WLC 
and on the WLC website page).



A Graduated Approach To Evaluating Articles

Step One: Read titles and find seven or eight articles 
that might look useful

Step Two: Read Abstracts

Step Three: Sort Articles based on Abstract Relevance 

Step Four: Read the Articles



Step Four: Read the Articles!

1. Skim the article

2. Identify the purpose and scope

3. Read the introduction carefully

4. Analyze the methodology

5. Focus on the results and findings: 

6. Evaluate the discussion and conclusion

7. Consider the references and citations

8. Take notes and annotate

9. Seek clarification if needed

10.Engage in critical thinking



Step One: Read titles and find seven or eight 
articles that might look useful







Step Two: Read Abstracts



Reading Abstracts the Right Way!

◦Check the summary of the overall reasons for conducting 
the study

◦Check how the topic was investigated

◦Check the major findings 

◦Check the summary of the interpretations/conclusion of 
these findings



Step Three: Sort Articles based on Abstract 
Relevance 

◦Sort the articles into three categories: 
◦Most relevant
◦Somewhat relevant
◦Least relevant



Step Four: Read the Articles

As you read, you might ask yourself:

• Is the article relevant to a class theme or to my own work?
• What questions does it help to answer, or what topics does it address?

• Does the article offer any unique perspectives or new information?
• Are these relevant or useful to me?

• Can I use the contents of the article in any other ways?
• Does the article offer a helpful framework for understanding my topic or question (theoretical 

framework)?
• Do the authors use interesting or innovative methods to conduct their research that might be 

relevant to me?
• Does the article contain references I might consult for further information?
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